
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E617April 24, 2001
Ruth were true partners in the business. He
supplied the vision and sales skills that helped
to build the company. She contributed down-
to-earth, practical business sense, managing
many aspects of the bakery’s operations, par-
ticularly in the early years. At a time when this
kind of arrangement was not very common in
American business, they drew equal salaries.
Today, their company continues to be based
on trust and mutual respect among all employ-
ees. It is a major part of the economy in
Southeast Tennessee. In addition to the facil-
ity in Collegedale, it has plants in Apison,
Tenn.; Gentry, Ark., and Stuarts Draft, Va.,
and markets its products in all 50 states, Can-
ada, Puerto Rico and U.S. military bases
worldwide.

Truly, it is fitting that we pause to honor
O.D. McKee and the wonderful legacy he and
his wife, Ruth, built.
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Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Dr. Joseph J. Jacobs, an re-
nowned entrepreneur who created the Joseph
J. Jacobs Engineering Group many years ago.
Dr. Jacobs is a chemical engineer by profes-
sion, who has over the years become an out-
standing humanitarian, an economist, an edu-
cator, a philanthropist, and an author who
wrote a book in 1995 entitled: The Compas-
sionate Conservative which became the by-
word of President George W. Bush’s Adminis-
tration. Above all, this proud Lebanese-Amer-
ican became a great good friend of mine.

I have recently written to President George
W. Bush asking him to award Joseph Jacobs
the Presidential Citizens Medal, an award that
recognizes citizens who have performed ex-
emplary deeds of service for their country or
their fellow citizens and one that is awarded at
the sole discretion of the President.

Mr. Speaker I ask unanimous consent that
my letter to President George W. Bush recom-
mending that he award the Presidential Citi-
zens Medal to Dr. Joseph Jacobs, be printed
hereafter in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. On
reading this letter, a tribute to Joseph J. Ja-
cobs, my colleagues will be reminded of the
numerous citizens in the United States who
are sons and daughters of immigrants, who
have worked hard to create businesses that in
turn create jobs and good fortune for them-
selves and others.

Dr. Joseph Jacobs, son of immigrants from
Lebanon, has used his fortune to establish the
Jacobs Family Foundation in order to perpet-
ually give back to the citizens of the United
States through education, through humani-
tarian services for underrepresented groups,
and through love for his fellow human beings.

APRIL 17, 2001.
Hon. GEORGE W. BUSH,
President, The White House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: For many years it
has been my distinct privilege to have as a

good friend, Dr. Joseph J. Jacobs, Chairman
of the Board, Jacobs Engineering Group,
Inc., in Pasadena, California, who is a great
humanitarian who has contributed an abun-
dance to society during his lifetime.

I am writing to highly recommend a Presi-
dential Citizens Medal for Dr. Jacobs which,
in your discretion, you can award at any
time during this year should you decide to
do so (in accordance with Executive Order
No. 11494 issued by then President Nixon).

The Presidential Citizens Medal is awarded
in recognition of citizens of the United
States who have performed exemplary deeds
of service for their country or their fellow
citizens and is issued at your sole discretion.

Dr. Joseph J. Jacobs is the founder and
chair of the Jacobs Engineering Group of
international renown with numerous world-
wide divisions, is more than 50 years old. He
built his company from a one-man chemical
process consultancy to its present status as
the leading engineering-construction com-
pany in the United States if not the world.

For many years Dr. Jacobs served as
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the
Polytechnic University of New York (1974–
1984 and 1992 to 1994). The University has
named the Administration building for Dr.
Jacobs and a chair in the Chemical Engineer-
ing Department has been established in his
and Mrs. Jacob’s names. On April 29, 2001 Dr.
Jacobs will be honored for his contributions
to the St. Nicholas Home, a non-sectarian,
non-profit nongovernmental support resi-
dence for the elderly in Brooklyn, New York.
His contributions to the education system
and humanitarian efforts in the area of his
birth, marks Dr. Jacobs as a remarkable
leader who gives back to society in recogni-
tion of the support he received over the
years in making Jacobs Engineering Group
one of the finest in the United States

The recipient of many awards in the Chem-
ical Engineering world, Dr. Jacobs has estab-
lished the Jacobs Family Foundation, which
targets its philanthropy on the issues of
community based economic development,
youth and families at risk, Arab-American
cultural awareness and access to educational
and training opportunities for under rep-
resented groups. In addition to grant sup-
port, the Foundation provides technical as-
sistance to non-profits in the areas of stra-
tegic planning, leadership development and
fund raising.

Dr. Jacobs is the author of numerous arti-
cles on Chemical Engineering and econom-
ics, and was a contributing author to the En-
cyclopedia of Chemical Technology. Having
made substantial contributions to the study
of a number of serious social issues, one re-
sulted in a highly praised PBS program aired
in 1986 on ‘‘The Problems of Aging Parents of
Adult Children.’’

In 1991, Dr. Jacobs completed his autobiog-
raphy ‘‘The Anatomy of an Entrepreneur:
Family, Culture and Ethics’’ from which we
learn that he traces his high standards of
morality and ethics back to the ethnic back-
ground of his family and the Lebanese Amer-
ican community in Brooklyn, NY where he
was born and raised.

Dr. Jacob’s second book reflecting these
values was entitled, ‘‘The Compassionate
Conservative’’ published by Huntington
House in 1995, and a second edition was pub-
lished in December 1999; a book whose title
you have made the by-word of your Adminis-
tration.

It is my profound hope that you will award
the Presidential Citizens Medal to Dr. Jo-
seph Jacobs in the coming year, an award
that is made solely at your discretion. From
the foregoing, and from the attached biog-
raphy on Dr. Jacobs, I believe that you will
agree that he is an exemplary man who de-
serves your recognition.

I will look forward to your response to this
sincere request on behalf of a wonderful man
who has given much to the citizens of the
United States throughout a lifetime of hard
work and achievement.

With warm regard, I am
Sincerely,

NICK J. RAHALL II,
Member of Congress.
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to honor the African American Museum in
Philadelphia (AAMP) upon its selection by the
Smithsonian Institution as a new Smithsonian
Affiliate. Thus, AAMP becomes the only mu-
seum in Philadelphia, the fourth in Pennsyl-
vania and one of 67 cultural institutions across
the nation with such a designation.

The Smithsonian affiliate outreach program
brings the institution closer to all Americans by
creating exhibition opportunities throughout the
nation by the sharing of its collections and re-
sources. And, the affiliation provides AAMP
with opportunities to display objects from its
collections in the Smithsonian’s Arts and In-
dustries building on the national Mall in Wash-
ington, DC.

Founded in 1976, in celebration of the U.S.
Bicentennial, the AAMP is dedicated to col-
lecting, preserving and interpreting material
and intellectual culture of African Americans.
AAMP attracts a multi-cultural, multi-
generational audience. Located in the First
Congressional District, the Museum has a col-
lection of more than 500,000 objects, images
and documents.

AAMP will open its inaugural exhibition
marking the affiliation, Affirmations: Objects
and Movements, September 20, 2001. The ex-
hibition will contain objects from the
Smithsonian’s national museums of American
History, American Art and the Anacostia Mu-
seum and Center for African American History
and Culture.

The incorporation of the AAMP into the Affil-
iate program is an important milestone in the
history of this vital institution and it also coin-
cides with the Museum’s celebration of its
25th anniversary.
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Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I want to take this
opportunity to extend my personal regards and
congratulations to James Ramos, Senior, on
the occasion of his 60th birthday.

May this special day be filled with joy and
happiness and may the future bring James
good health, abundant wealth and the time to
enjoy both.

James is the youngest of eight children,
born and raised in the East Highlands commu-
nity, and started to work in support of his fam-
ily as a young man of fourteen in a citrus
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